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In a time of civil war, can Nala keep 
her family together?
Weaving together themes of family 
love, duty to homeland and the moral 
compromises of war, this novel will 
grieve, uplift and surprise you.
 'In the eight years since Sri Lanka's 
civil war, plenty of books have tried to 
tackle the conflict, but Shankari Chan-
dran's debut, Song of the Sun God, is 
being hailed as exceptional.'
The Economist 1843 (June 2017)
'Shankari's novel is about the best I've 
read on Sri Lanka, and one of the best 
I've ever read. The writing is riveting, 
unnerving even. Shankari gets under 
your skin.'

Sanjana Hattotuwa, The Island (Sri 
Lankan newspaper, 29th May 2017)
Nala and Rajan begin their married 
life in 1946, on the eve of Sri Lanka's 
independence from Britain. Arranged 
in marriage, they learn to love each 
other and protect their growing family, 
against the backdrop of increasing eth-
nic tension. As the country descends 
into a bloody civil war, Nala and Rajan 
must decide which path is best for their 
family and live with the consequences 
of their mistakes.
The Song of the Sun God spans three 
continents and three generations of 
a family that remains dedicated to its 
homeland, whilst learning to embrace 
its new home. This deeply moving 

SONG OF THE SUN 
GOD by SHANKARI 
CHANDRAN

saga is about the wisdom, mistakes and 
sacrifices of our past that enable us to live 
more freely in the future. It is about find-
ing home and forgiving family.
During Sri Lanka's 26-year civil war, the 
Sri Lankan Army used sexual violence as 
a weapon of war. The most common vic-
tims were women, often young women 

and girls. This book 
does not back away 
from the horror of 
war. It does not avert 
its eyes the way the 
international commu-
nity did. It does not 
bury the testimony, 
the way the Sri Lan-
kan government did.
But this is not a Sri 
Lankan story. Nor is 
it an Asian story. You 
will see all the peo-
ple of your own fam-
ily in this book. You 
will see your friends 
because the strength 
of people transcends 
race, culture and ge-
ography. You will see 
yourself.
SHANKARI CHAN-
DRAN is Australian 

with Sri Lankan Tamil ancestry,  currently 
practising as a lawyer working in the so-
cial justice field and has been responsible 
for projects in over 30 countries ranging 
from ensuring representation for detainees 
in Guantanamo Bay to training lawyers in 
Rwanda to advising UK Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown. Her experience with hu-
man rights organisations such as the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross and 
Liberty has developed her understanding 
of the importance of international human-
itarian law and her interest in what hap-
pens to society when governments subvert 
civil liberties.
Shankari has four children and has written 
frequently on parenthood for Mamamia.
com.au. She lives in Sydney with her hus-
band, children and cavoodle puppy, Benji.
In January 2017, she published her first 
book, Song of the Sun God with Perera-
Hussein. Her second book, The Barrier, 
was published by Pan Macmillan Austral-
ia in June 2017. It asks, what would hap-
pen to the world if an Ebola pandemic and 
religious wars converged?
Shankari is now researching her third 
book, a work of fiction also set in Sri 
Lanka, because she can't leave the place 
alone.


